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sive reputation and circulation of the Edinburgh Eeview
is chiefly owing to two circumstances: First, it is entirely
uninfluenced by the booksellers, who have contrived to
make most of the other Eeviews merely advertising sheets
to puff off their own publications; and, secondly, the very
handsome recompense which the editor not only holds
forth to his regular assistants, but actually forces upon
those whose circumstances and rank make it a matter of
total indifference to them. The editor, to my knowledge,
makes a point of every contributor receiving this bonus,
saying that Czar Peter, when working in the trenches,
received pay as a common soldier. This general rule
removes all scruples of delicacy, and fixes in his service a
number of persons who might otherwise have felt shy in.
taking the price of their labors, and even the more so be-
cause it was an object of convenience to them. There are
many young men of talent and enterprise who are ex-
tremely glad of a handsome apology to work for fifteen
or twenty guineas, although they would not willingly be
considered as hired reviewers. Prom this I deduce two
points of doctrine: first, that the work must be considered
as independent of all bookselling influence; secondly, that
the labors of the contributors must be regularly and hand-
somely recompensed, and that it must be a rule that each
one shall accept of the price of his labor. John Murray
of Fleet Street, a young bookseller of capital and enter-
prise, and with more good sense and propriety of sentiment
than fall to the share of most of the trade, made me a
visit at Ashestiel a few weeks ago, and as I found he had
had some communication with you upon the subject, I
did not hesitate to communicate my sentiments to him on.
these and some other points of the plan, and I thought
his ideas were most liberal and satisfactory.

The office of the editor is of such importance, that had
you not been pleased to undertake it, I fear the plan
would have fallen wholly to the ground. The full power
of control must, of course, be vested in the editor for and indeed tells the story
